


Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), a
toxic chemical used until the 1970s, still
linger in the sediments of the Hudson
and in fish such as striped bass. Control-
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the nation was characterized by severe to
extreme wetness (Part III, Table 36).













due to pollution control and zebra mus-
sel filter feeding. The improvement in
clarity has resulted in an increased abun-
dance of aquatic rooted plants. As the
lake ecosystem has changed, some fish

species—notably lake whitefish, small-
mouth bass, and walleye in the western
and central basins—are prospering. The
change may also be a positive sign for
bottom-feeding fish such as yellow perch.
Populations of open-water species such as
smelt, which feed on plant and animal
plankton, have been reduced.

U.S. members of the joint U.S./Cana-
dian Lake Erie Committee recommend-
ed an increase in allowable harvests of
walleye in the western and central basins
of Lake Erie from 9 million fish in 1995
to 11 million fish in 1996. Consistent
stocks of yellow perch also warrant
increases in allowable harvests in those
areas.



tries and sewage treatment plants as well
as other sources that can affect water
quality. Industrial facilities, for example,
are required to comply with technology-
based effluent limitations that are based
on the demonstrated performance of a
reasonable level of treatment that is with-
in the economic means of the specific
categories of industrial facilities. These
technology-based controls, defined as
effluent limitation guidenT*

[havre eenc



gram provided nearly $60 billion in fed-
eral assistance; state and local govern-
ments contributed over $20 billion.

Amendments to the act in 1987 began





The Conservation Reserve Program,
which is discussed in the chapter on agri-



with flexibility must come accountability.
In addition, such projects must be consis-
tent with congressional mandates. 

Ten companies and two state agencies
are currently taking part in Project XL.
For example, Lucent Technology will
take an innovative approach to monitor-
ing water pollution at its Allentown,
Pennsylvania, facility by utilizing outside



incentives to further improve environ-





and environmental indicators. These
products will be available for use by
agencies nationwide.

A major improvement in water quality
assessment capabilities was made in 1996
when a set of water quality indicators
were agreed upon and released for future
use by multiple agencies, including state
and tribal agencies. These indicators,



These changes in approach and atti-tude, coupled with improving scienceand technology, offer promise for the future. Together, they suggest that despitemany challenges, continued improve-ment in water quality can be achieved.
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